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Monday 4th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
 

I apologise that I am writing to you at such short notice, as we have already started the new 
school term. However, as many of you are aware, our City Council, as a result of the latest 
epidemiology and public health advice, had formally written to the Secretary of State for 
Education - in line with the contingency framework for education and childcare settings - to 
express their concerns and seek Government support on all primary, nursery and special 
schools in the city of Wolverhampton moving to remote learning, other than for children of 
critical workers and vulnerable children for the week of the 4 January 2021. Unfortunately, 
the City Council are still awaiting a formal response. However, following a further meeting 
between the Council Leadership, officers and Public Health, all schools in Wolverhampton 
have been updated with the following facts regarding the epidemiology evidence in 
Wolverhampton. 

 The rate in Wolverhampton is increasing fast and there is no evidence of it slowing 

 The rate is currently at 674.7 per 100,000. This rate was 337 on 24 December 2020. 

 Wolverhampton’s positivity rate is at its highest point since the pandemic started – 24.3%, 
in line with many London boroughs 

 Over the last 2 weeks we have seen an extreme spike in Covid case numbers, far 
exceeding anything previously 

 Wolverhampton’s Covid case rate is seeing a significant increase across all age ranges 
including children 

 Currently our profile is similar to that of London and the South East 2-3 weeks ago 

 Based on the current high positivity rate and increasing overall rate, it is highly likely the 
new more aggressive variant is within the City 
The City Council’s request to be reviewed under the Contingency Framework was based on 
the above public health evidence with a view to taking a preventative and proactive 
approach for a short period in Wolverhampton to stabilise the transmission rates. Moving to 
at least a week’s remote learning for the majority of pupils would have minimised 
movement and mixing of families across the city. 
          
As we are also a City in Tier 4, we all need to do what we can to reduce the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus; therefore, taking all of the evidence provided by our Council and Public 
Health and the alarming rate of Covid-19 in our City, the Governors and Leadership Team 
have decided that we will move to ‘Remote Learning’ for the majority of children from 
Wednesday 6th January 2021. This decision will be reviewed on Thursday 14th January when 
we will have further information and children can hopefully return to education on Monday 
18th January 2021. 



 
We understand that this may be disappointing and frustrating news, but we are only 
following the guidance and advice from our City Council and Health Officials. 
 
As in the previous school closures, we will continue to provide on-site school learning for 
vulnerable children, this includes all children with an EHCP and children whose 
parents/carers are deemed as ‘Critical Key Workers’. Please see the link below: Critical 
workers and vulnerable children who can access schools or educational settings - 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-
educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-
educational-provision  
 
I cannot stress enough that the critical message in this guidance is the following: Wherever 
possible, children should be kept safe at home to limit the chance of the virus spreading. 
Only those children who absolutely need to attend, should do so. The fewer the amount of 
children making the journey to school, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect 
more vulnerable individuals in wider society.  
 
Please complete the online form and return to school via email 
enquiries@springdaleprimary.co.uk  if you need your child to attend as you are a key worker. 
Further information will follow tomorrow with our Home Learning Arrangements.  
 
However, please can I ask that as a parent/carer you do not put us in a position where you 
ask about your children coming to school if you are not a Critical Key Worker and, even if 
you are a Critical Key Worker, it is not compulsory that your children attend if you can find 
alternative arrangements as this is going to be the most effective way of limiting the spread 
of the virus. 
 
More information will follow for children who are eligible for Free School Meals. 
 
Many of us are parents ourselves and we understand your fears, concerns and frustrations. 
Please rest assured that any decisions we are taking and that we make in the future, are 
always taken to ensure the safety and well-being of our whole school community. 
 
Thank you for your continued support during this time which we understand is worrying for 
everyone. Stay safe, and we will get through this together. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Mrs J Hopkins and  Mrs J Lloyd (Headteacher and Chair of Governors) 
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